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At yesterday l s session in Paris, Madame Binh stated that discussions 
concerning the release of prisoners of war could commence immediately 
upon our agreeing to remove all US and Free World Forces from South 
Vietnam by 30 June 1971 • This is the first time that the other side 
has indicated that the PW question could be negotiated prior to a reso- 
lution of the conflict itself. 

If the other side is serious about the question of prisoners of war and 
those listed as missing in action, i feel strongly that it should be pre- 
pared to take certain steps that accord with international agreements and 
the general standards of civilized behavior. In this connection, I would 
hope that Madame Binh l s mention of the PW issue would lead to the immediate 
impartial inspection of PW camps by ICRC representatives, the early release 
of sick and wounded prisoners on both sides, regular mail privileges, and 
the official identification of all men held as prisoners of war. This 
would apply equally to PWs held by the other side in North Vietnam, South 
Vietnam, and Laos, 

Further, I believe that we should call upon the other side to discuss 
this question further, but in private talks in Paris rather than the public 
forum, I would suggest that Ambassador Bruce request an amplification of 
Madame Binh's . proposal ; repeat our position that the PW question, for basic 
humanitarian reasons, should be settled immediately on its own merits; 
and indicate anew our desire to negotiate an end to the conflict, noting 
that the other side‘s good intentions could not be more clearly demon- 
strated than by a breakthrough on the ^/question — a question of concern 
to all regardless of their position on the war. 

The probable intent of Madame Binh's statement is to link the prisoner issue 
with our redeployment program so as to give some "evidence" of movement on 
the part of the other side. However, I feel that it would be premature to 
reject all aspects of her proposal out-of-hand before Ambassador Bruce has 
attempted to elicit additional comment from the other side in a private 



